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RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL OF DARTFORD. 


FORTY-SIXTH. 
Pe Mota Unio as BE P, On ae. 
FOR THE YEAR 1944. 


J. S. ROGERS, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. 


TEMPORARY MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH, 
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RURAL DISTAICT COUNCIL OF DARTFORD. 


Porty-Sixth Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health for 


the Year, ae 


To the Members of the Dartford Rural District Council. 
LADIE 38 AND GENTLEMEN, oe | . oad 


LI have the honour to submit in conjunction with the Chief 
Sanitary Inspector, the FPorty-Sixth Annual Report. 


PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS. 


TEMPORARY MEDICAL OFFICZR OF HEALTH (part time) + - J.S. ROGERS, 
Mier ey. Cr. Be, We 5a is P. : 


TEMPORARY DEPUTY MBDICAL OFFICER OF HJALTH (Part time): 
AT, L. NORFOLK, BonwG. Ss, das aco P. (From September, 1944) . 


OIE PF SANITARY INSPACTOR (Whole tithe) — F, Sutch, M.R.S.2., ¥.S.1.A. 
SsANITAHY INSPEDTOR (Whole. time): - P.P. Leacock, M.n.S.I,, H.S.I.A. 
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ee = D.C.A» Bennie. : ; 
HEALTR VISITONS, (Whole Time): - ore DM. Bates., SAN, S.0.u., 


PAGAL. « Miss. 4H, Wal bane ; SU iell og ee C.M., wecoed., Be Bade 2a 
“Leach, 5.2. Ney 6.0, Me, ee Be - he 


OPFIUERS WITH HyM. 1 FORCES: - M.AsG. Ward. Deputy Medical Offic 


T,H. Iddison, Sanitary Inspector, 5.F. Hollands, Pupil Tacos 
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STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE ARZA. 


4rea a SSN Ue Wea tatuV el vale) diate ca) vinta 4,c\A.e wv ord A epeeie s viagia ess SOyad D0. 
Population (Census I eee WON SATS a rbd w va we eet em Nees Sy 253» 
Resident populations... cecscccees cers essereeeesseseeesesess 34,040 


Mee aap i bed nouses (Approx) cctsccrcccescseicccectsvtcevs G,OL2. 


Rateable ValUCee See eeesecceneeeeeeeseeeens eres seta eee ee es 118256, 274, 
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Sua mepreschied by. penny rate. £1,000. 
Nes se Total. M. B. é 
: (Legitimate + |. 546. 276. 270 bir rate of 1,000 
Biave Births ) <9 * | a of the estimated 
(Illegitimate. eal 17 14 (residmt population...1/ 
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, Legitinate. an mi ue "(Rate ve: per’ ue 000 total 

[a] (e) 37 

ee eae Illegitimate - _ (Live and still) Births 

( com ‘eaeate Na 31.88 
LO ee. i 44ke 
EMG AG We Ac eres ire g eee ee ieee 305 201 182 ‘Death rate per 1,000 
% | of the estimated 
resident population 11.26 


General death rate for England and Walos 11.6 


Deaths from pucrperal. causes (Headings ay puerperal sepsis: - 


and * of the Registrar-General's Short 
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Miceth Rate. per 1,000 total (live & still) births. ......sseeceree God 


Death Rate of Children under 1 year of ave: - 


all inlants per 1,000 live LOIN aa cease’ ois-G tts W's alee s.e.6 6 v.04 «5 Radke D> 
Beeitimate intante.per 1,000 legitimate live births... ..ee.e.., 42.1 
Zilegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births........6 


General @oath rate of infants under one year of age for England 
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Deaths from Cancer CerlDe Cera) a aha ais ae er BRU ir, tas hate eLs 


Deaths from Measles (suit gS ASAE PERS GRRE EMRE ON, eae eg 
Deaths fron Whooping Cough (all ABCE) cessed accreesvtacater ceeee ol 
Deaths from Diarrhoea (urider) two years Of age) sessrcescesnsstveem 
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HIAUH SERVICES FOR THE AREA, 
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Laboratory fooiiities j- . 


During che year the following Boel tive pe esnebe were 
mooted nen the County Laboratory in respect of this District: - 


nt y May ~ 
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Swabs Siete aa wiaela ava, wists 6 ‘ : 

SINE abarrnen obese leibacss tote. sa 6 


OTHEPBs eveveevvesers yeeuu™ 


Ambulance facilities : - ° Remain the same as in previous years. 
The service is adequate. ae 


Nursing in the Home: = There 1s nothing to note under.“this 
headings : 


Hospitals : - There is nokthing further to note under this heading. 
MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE. 
| The attendances at the. Infant Welfare Centres were as follows: =- 


Clinic. ‘ No. of Clinics held. average attendances. 


NPs via ako vac teed vs aves” 22 Perk a tee 82,008 
© ECS PICO a ae a Gielslele eis alee OI 
Cu hier esses anse eer C5 oS thaw reenses . OL 
MM EA es wins me w.0ew. cree sae 5 A SGC ea age 
Hextablerscscccreveversnvssene © Ot + waited 40.4) AO 
Horton Be ied hs sencage ee Stee e eee 39 


Kingsdown < ° ¥ "e ee : “e et ve ee re oe Ee e Pa - ay. 1 ie ee e ee eae oh 30 
_LONETLCLAa esses seceec crea seens 23 “eee eeoesee BS 
SOMEAPL SSE Be ty eS ale he cee 22 @eneeeoeunee 23 


STONE ssn sees yensenee ere ew ces .. 46 Sr get as, ty 22 ‘ 
Tite Walk 4 Tey MCab Aye wes, SOG LW Se ltin., Hide Ame ae 
Swanley. PaO es scene ni ae ee i ere Ried Neo ee eee A, Sale Oe hee oe 
wes S ead Nt Abela PT A eet OTE ha 


BANE CON. ssc es vies clas be chvcrs ed ey enh vce cise 34 
_ ANTE-NATAL" OUENROS a Era oe 


é pa ull, yen ae ono se bn avat 3. Total attendances. 
Ante aah eae eo we wae safer as ei selieh e1Whnietiopin..e:ievt 180 
gi Stone. GNe, BAS LOTS IE SS Cele fece hah Sie eee 8 Ses he Oey | J ee 


i. on Mongfielave Tce ais A 7a mage tess oie Maks gy HS Tips Seton 
Tae eps: “Bouthflecte stv eeeeeeeeese steers ee ee fb 
: . "Riseley" recat avecsacr veeeeas eee 00. ihe s 9 


Hey Fey cs ity 1 re ' 
PM ae ee We Loa eas Sle Se ager les Fr ee eta Ie GN Othe aber k 


t 
fe) 
ee! 3 
’ w 
’ 
- 
° : 
: 
. , . 
@ 
" e 
. 
ee 


ae 
eguvao 


od 
+ Uaeo 


SiS 


po in £fo to 


* a 

ae . sateen 
~¥ 1 ET dee PED, 
Aj" 2 a 

Fe 

rt . 

Moma 


ore 


SIVEE2 BOATR FO nae 


~~» 


tisog unitwollot aft tay oa. sf 
; iat yond 16 oa? a ; 


~ oe 
v3 ih of 
- secsesoreeus a 
ou 


eer enreree 
ai 


edt ainaoh © = : aotttiton' 
-osvaupebs Bt 


sted? 


sornssut yotdtgon al on0dt 


GAAT EW GITHO 
al dg si ase 


ta eee 


¢*@erreeete 


) oxyeittoW Toast 


of 


a 


«sina eal 


ootaveee 


5 ereveene seereee i 
‘S$ coe tse ss 
is pie eee 

E oeveueete adit As 

$s seveeg uel ae % 


ae 
+ Gare e 
‘ “eae 


~ 


ar Fi 

© + we 
Bin Pele sn '9 teem 

«0 oo ae oatetete lee’ etets "ate ee elete 

aobest? 

PR aR Mt este i: 

er 2 Tse e093 px 

ce eesepe eee ; 


o>} es © 
ote 


eer eaeeee# 
a sw 

o ee, ot 
~*~, 


nee ener 


o, 4 a 
"RISEDE" MATERNITY Seapets HORTON KIRBY, 
156 adalsesoner ‘to the Home were recorded auring saci 132 of 
which were SCTE NE in the Rural arca, and 24 fron neighbouring 


‘districts.\ 
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WAR, TIME NUASERIES. 
The Gouncia have two War Tine Nurse ries, one at The Lawns, Stone, 
and one at Fern Cottages, White Oak Hospital, Swanley. The following 
is a summary of the average monthly attendances at each Nursery. 
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“STONE. | 
Inger Jan. Feb. Mar. Mor ANMaynne wise kL yy Aug, Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 
nder. : 4) eek eae . 
“yeara Wee, 56 [BERS eas anh: Bere 6 7.4 8 nove 6 
vver:s 2 2 4! ‘ -j 
ee se 25d ef 18 17, he 18 oper i oaks 
SWANLEY. - 
Jnder = 
years.7 Lain a4 8 2 Piao B 4 3 5 Zz 6 3 
ver * | ’ 
‘yeara.15 19 15 ly caf See ia a ek fe 11 cle ce ple) 


ee a Ne PROVISION FOR MOTHERS OR CHILDREN, 


Health Visitors. | 


Child Life Protection: - Reports received from the Visitors continue 
satisfactory and there has been no cause for action. 


Arrangements for Dental and Orthopaedic Cases: - Dental’.and 
Orthopaedic cases are sent for treatment to the County Hospital, 
Dartford under arrangement with the Kent County Council, 


Appointments are made for pre-school children to attend various 
Ophthalmic EE arransenents peine made with the Kent County ~ 
Council. 


SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE ARZA. 


WATER SUPPLY: - 


Main water supplies are by the Metropolitan Water Board and the 
Mid Kent Water Co. Samples are taken quarterly from these mains and 
submitted to the County Laboratory. These waters are reported tb be 
bacteriologically an excellent water and well fittedfor a public 
supply. Quality and Quantity satisfactory. 


ee 46% of dwelling houses are supplied direct from main supply. - 


8.54% by private supply or wells. 


Rivers and Streams: - Inspections were made through the Darenth 
Valley, and no cause for action found. 
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UnGset accommodation: — During the year:1 cesspocl was abolished, 
2 repaired end eB privy pits abolashea and cesspool drainage ana water 
clcsets instabice, 

W.C"s dischargin:. into drainage Sys Lets RL ANRESE LLNS Ree. 
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ean uging: & Fox pUnLentLy- collection of house refuse is 

it oVer the Ci done area. Two motor vehicles are employed 
ool emptying. A Sanitary Depot is provided at Swanley with 

odern wo orkshop to undertake all running repairs to vehicles under 

ho direction of the | Chief Sanitary Inspector. 


SANT TARY INSPECTION OF Tha AREA. 
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Waisances and defects remedied during the year (other than those 
onumerated in the above tabulation):- - 


OVETCPOWAING. cise due eie 4 Refuse Receptacles.......... id 
Keeping of Aninals..%;% Tents, Vans and Sheds.....-. ai 
Hop-pickers' Camps.... 9 APSMOKS MULEANCES.anancsrrevee 4 
Sanitary Accomnodation: — Yard paving. ..eeeceeeeeseeee ie 
(ietalnsutficient.... 3. _DaMpNesSSeeseseeesseeeeresees 2 
Pome Derec tives. «sie. 27 Roofsand rain water pijes,.., 30 
Drainage t= MUI ete cee IRN at ge a ak ‘a 66% 33 
(i) Reconstructed...22 . Wall's and ceilings.......++. 59 
Re DOLTeRscex oven, 7’ Windows and ventilation..... @ 
Oli) Cleansed....++ «+36 ’ Baths, lavatory basias and 


Bento cmeG bela cue! clekenedohe: esac sm ene:e a b 
Water supplicsser..cecceseues 
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Offensive accumulations..s.r.e.e+ 5 MiscellanecousesrcccseesoreeeeeeI3/ 
Total number of visits of all kinds paid by Inspectors during the 


— VCAP acre sag even sees enr nts nesters erseeeaessen sas eoeosegenesseeseevevane 427 
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LRADICATION OF BUGS. 


m1 (a) ae _ Number of Council Houses found to be infestedsiis... Gd 
Ga) ee rege es eae wre eet *Trorisanthys sinker aielaye As o's « 4 


(p) | igaey “Nunber of private housed abo DG UNT CS UEO ans sist guviale 25 


Dieinfesteds.sssseeeeteeteeene settee estes neseten ees 25 


2. Method euployed for sreeins anftested houses is by stripping wall 
paper, all walls, skirtings, noulding fo, thehes ;' Svc. 5 are, nen 
sprayed with Zaldecide. 


3. Any clothiny found to be verminous is sent .to Sow Arrow Hospital 
and put throuw;h steam disinfector. 


4 All the work of disinfestati on is carried out Bi the Council's 
Sanitary Inspectors. 


5. Follow-up visits are madeand instructions given to tenants 
regarding home nanazement to prevent re-infestation. 


SCHOOLS. 


411 schools are provided with main water supply ana only in the 
outlying parishes the drainaze is by cesspool or pits. 


No serzous outbreak occurreddurin, the year in regard to infectious 
Giseases. ; 


HOUSING. 


During the year inspections were ade under Housing and Public Health 
Acts, the following being a suumary of Notices served and complied with 
under the various Acts: - 


PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936. 180 Informal Notices served. 
; 169 Complied with. . 


HOUSING ACT, 1936.*, : ~» 39 Informal Notices ‘served, 
28 Conplied with 
9 Demolition Orders served. 
4 Demolitien Orders complied with. 
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During the year “four unfit ieSpeetics were demolished. 

Demolition orders | were made in regsoect of five other prope rties and 4 
accepted by ‘the owners. These properties will be demolished as houses 
become available for the present ténants 


\RATS AND MICE D..STRUCTION ACT, 1919. 


Pde Premises wére found to be rat infested: during the year. 
"Poisonous bait was used with marked effect. The system advocated 
by. the iinistry of Food of pre-baiting with sausaze rusk follwed 
| by a mixture of rusk andi zinc phosphide has proved Sattetactory. 


ae on ION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD, 


|) Milk Supply’: - The followin, are the graded Milk Producers in 
| the ‘District: ~ a 


fs Es fe ylox.: Kingsdown. Tubercalin Tested 
W. Alexander.’ Home Farm, Eynsford. n 
Bovuding Sros. Speedzate Fawkhan, " 
mo. & 5. Martin. ‘ Pincden End Farm, Pinden, un 

ee ULL Ord. is. North Ash Fara, Accredited. 
R. Trenlebt. ae Wilmington Hall Farn, . ail 
Pettings Estate O22 Ltd fete " 


Inspections are made of “a. Flees a and cowsheds. Samples of milk 
are taken regularly in accordance with instructions received fron 
the County Medical Officer. Oth r samples are taken as the 
necessity arises. Improvements are being carried out to.cowsheds and 
Gairies at beesfield Fariu:, Farnin;-;sham, Maplescombe Farm, Farninzhan, 
and Chalkcroft Farm, Pinden. 


) MAT AND OTHER FOODS. 


No stalls exist in the Dartford Rural Area.* All vehicles used 
"as shops are stopped and meat and fish examined. Noutine visits 
are made to all butcher's SIGNS Food *preparin;s, places. 


The following carcdses where ¢xamined durin; the year and founc fit 
for hunan consumption: 


} Cowse. Swe: iane ce ee 

3 Fear Gore 

q CALViedis éi65 0% ’ 

: Sheepes sve. 58 

2 pigs, 2 pigs heads, and 1 cow found to be tubercular were destroyed. 
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The followin, foods were also condemned: = 


Zi 
‘ 


9 lbs Chocolate. heeds li2 lbs "Rexsor" Rusks, 
tins milk. 2 lbs chopped ham, 

2 Pigs head (Tuberculous) 5 tins party loaf. 

1 tin stewed steak. 24 tins pilchards. 

#1b leozs Sausage Meat, 5 tins mackerel. 

3 tins baked beans. 3 tins salinon, © 

1 tin soup. oe it2 ios butter. 

76 ibs cheese. se Clf lbs beef. — 


293 1bs pork. 
126 1bs bacon. 
39 lbs Park Luncheon Meat. 


5 tins pluns. 
32 tins evaporated nilk. . 


“Chemical and Bacteriological Examination of Food: - 
Ali laboratory work is carried out at the County Laboratory. Samples 
taken and submitted for examination to County Laboratory proved 


Satisfactory. 
Nutrition: - Nothing to report under this heading, 

Shell Fish and other Fish: — There are no shell-—fish beds in 
the watersice area of the Rural District. - All sheil-fish sold in 
Sone areca comes from Billinssgate Market. 

22 stone of fish was found to be unscund and destpnyed. 


9 . TREATMENT OF SCABIES AND HEADLICE. 


» During the year, 156 persons were treated for Scabics and 48 persons 
"treated for headlice at the Cleansins Station. Two treatments each 
Bare normally .<iven, "Ascabiol" bein:: used in both:.infections. 
)Personal clothes, beddinsz, blankets, etc., are stoved and follow-up 
ivisits made to patients. Every person in an infected h@se is taken t 
‘the Cleansing Station for treatuent. | 
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PREVALENCE OF, BND CONTROL OVER INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISE BASES. 
== DISEASES (other than Tuberculosis) durinz the year 


L9dcbe 


Total cases | Cases admitted | Total 


Disease. Notified. to Hospital. ; Deaths. 
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ex 11 Diphtheria cases, 30 ee iere Fever cases, 7 Erysipelas cases, 
6 Dysentery cases, 25 Measles cases, 2 Pneumonia cases, 37 Whoopiny 
wCou.h cases; and al scabies cases occurred at Institutions and 
“Hospitals and were either isolated there or sent to Isolation. 
Miccpitaie outside this area. 

it will be noticed that only 30 out of the 6 Scarlet Fever Cases 
pWere adnitted to Hospital. 

efhe fiszureés in the Death column are those of the Re istrar-General 


Bnd rezarding the Pneumonia fisures, I am of opinion that many 
Cases are not notified to the Local. Authority. 
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Totals 2 10 :5429°26 97 29 21 35 


DIPHTHERIA IMMUNIZATION, 
DUPing the year the following were the numbers of children immunized 
t the various Clinics: - 


Pre-School Senool.: 
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WHOOPING COUGH IMwWwNIZETION. 


' During the year the following. were, the numbers of children 
immunized at the various Clinics:.- 


~ 


Clinic. — ae : pid ie) Totag. 
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PREVENTION OF BLINDNESS. - 
Section 176 of the Public Health Act, 1936, - No action taken. 


OPHTHALMIA NUONATORUM 


Treated 


- Total. | 
Blindness. 


Vision 
| iinpaired, 


‘Vision 
unimparred. 


Deatns.: 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Public Health (Prevention of Tuberculosis) Hegulations, 1925, 
"and section 172 of the Public Health Act, 1936. - No cause for action. 
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Ratio of non-notified deaths to total Tuberculosis, 1 to -10. Enquiries 
wre made where notifications have not been made, and Doctors are written 


to when there have been oversights. 
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NSPLCTION OF FACTORIES. 


Le INSPuc? LOWS under Part 2 Factories Act, LO Sian 
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.i_ Number of ! 


Uccupicers 
Premises. iniek Inspections. Prosecuted. 
factories with tuecnanical 
OWED. seve naaeencessernace 154 _ 
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2. RESULTS OF INSPECTIONS. 


i Number of Defects, 


De I gc 7 ey Referred 
Zs 62 Lat ‘pt Found jReliedi ed. to H. UM. Number of 
me OU eae sak Ingpector. | Prosecutions, 
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SALVAGE. 


During 1944 progress has been maintained in the collection and 
Gisposal of salvage, the rae dee ene the figures for the years - 
AIEUN ING 
1753 mons of Salvaze, disposed of ammmt to. £1 ,005.. Os. Ode 
ys tons of Kitchen Waste collected by local pig /ané poultry peceders: 
tons of Salvage collected by voluntary bodies. 
e/3o tons of Screened dust removed by bricknuakers,’ they finding all 


labour and taking the Gust in payment. 
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Durin,; the National book Drive held in this ae between 3rd 
June and 17th June, the following was the number of books collected, 
sorted and despatched. 


8 


Booka despatched to Hi. Forces, 2,970 
Books despatched to paper mills. * 37,987 967 


Mee 3 ~ Total... ' 40.937 
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